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BOOK       Our relations with Lisbon had in fact taken a strange course.
.            As soon as war became almost certain, Chamberlain urged Lord
1899. Salisbury to see if Portuguese supplies of munitions of war to
the Boers could be cut off. At first Monsieur do Soveral had
highly gratified the British Government and especially the
Colonial Secretary by declaring that in case of conflict Portugal
could not remain neutral but must become Britain's active ally.
"This engagement . . . would enable England to attack the
Transvaal by the Delagoa Bay Railway and to make Lourengo
Marques our base of operations." 1 But amongst the Portuguese
popular feeling was no more friendly than elsewhere to Britain as
against the Transvaal. Nay, their national resentment against
ourselves since the East African disputes of years before was as
bitter as ever. Ministers in Lisbon, and above all Soveral in
London, desired from Her Majesty's Government a renewed
guarantee of Portugal's colonial possessions. We had to be content
with a makeshift contrived when war was declared. By the very
secret understanding signed on October 14, 1899, between Salis-
bury and Soveral the two countries agreed that "the ancient
treaties of alliance amity and guarantee" remained in full force,
and specifically confirmed certain articles framed in 1642 and
1661. Britain thus repeated her secular pledge to "defend and
protect" all the possessions of her oldest ally. Portugal undertook
not to permit the passage of arms and munitions through her
territories to the Transvaal.2 In that respect the treaty was not
satisfactory in practice. A good deal of war supplies for the
Boers got through.
The miscalled "Windsor Treaty" was not the Colonial Sec-
retary's work; but any better arrangement with Portugal was
made impossible by the certainty that Germany would raise
inadmissible claims for compensation.3 Yet the rage of
Anglophobia abroad only deepened Chamberlain's desire to
end British isolation by placing Anglo-German relations on a
solid basis of mutual advantage, with the hope of friendship
1  British Documents on the Origins    connection have  been examined in
of the War [the World War], vol. i.    a   former   Chapter,   "The   Key   of
p. 88 (Salisbury to the British Minister    South   Africa",   dealing   with   the
at Lisbon, September 13, 1899).            Anglo-German Agreement upon the
2  Ibid. p. 95.                                    possible reversion of Portuguese pos-
3  The German charges of bad faith    sessions overseas,
against British foreign policy in this